Hosmer 


s ‘ Bad Omen 9 A ttack Plan 



t by Congressional Scorn 


Rep. Craig Hosmer’s strat- 
egy for stopping the war by 
pelting North Vietnam with 
bad-luck signs drew hoots 
from House Democrats yes- 
terday. 

j. The California Republi- 
ifcan said that since conven- 
|! tional methods haven’t 
Jgworked, we should play on 
gwhat he called the highly 
superstitious nature of the 
forth Vietnamese by air- 
dropping such ill omens as 
le ace of spades and plastic 
aodels of women to con- 
ince the people the spirits 
%ant the fighting stopped. 

Rep. Wayne L. Hays (D- 
Ohio) offered, on the prem- 
ise that the best test of an 
idea is the author’s willing- 
£ " 


ness to try it, to donate two 
Iman - sized playing cards 
iwhich Hosmer could don as 
|a sandwich sign. 

“Then he could march 
|into Hanoi and scare Ho Chi 
linh to death,” said Hays. 
Why be satisfied with 
plastic models of women, 
asked Rep. Drank Thomp- 
son (D-N.J.), “when the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution are clamoring to 
do their bit?” 

What if North Vietnam re- 
taliated in Hosmer’s South- 
ern California, asked 
Thompson, stringinjg ladders 
over the Los Angeles free- 
ways and loosening the tops 
of salt cellars all over the 
city? 

Thompson suggested that 


Hosmer had got his inspira- 
tion from Disneyland and 
said the plan reminded him 
of the Duke of Wellington’s 
remark when viewing Ms 
troops before Waterloo: 

“I don’t know what they 
do to the enemy, hut by 
God they frighten me.” 

No one else had. any com- 
ment on Hosmer’s 20-min- 
ute speech to a near-empty 
House. Hosmer suggested 
the “wiseacres” come up 
with a better idea if they 
had one. 

This was the first of 
Hosmer’s two-part plan to 
end the war. On Wednesday 
he will offer his plan to 
take the South Vietnamese 
Vietcong out of the war. 



